As Chart A illustrates, academic reputation scores have been declining at an accelerated rate over the past five years. In fact, four of the five worst declines during the eighteen-year period have occurred in the last five years. 5 Since 2010, the average academic reputation score for the 172 law schools in the data set has dropped from 2.607 to 2.484. 6 That drop represents an aggregate decline of 21.1 points over the past five years. 6. See Chart A. With respect to all 198 law schools included in the most recent rankings, the average academic reputation score in 2015 was 2.352. See Appendix A. In 2010, the average academic reputation score for the 188 law schools receiving a ranking was 2.516. Id.
7. See Appendix A.
Chart A
The results for the entire eighteen-year period with respect to the number of schools improving and declining each year are represented below in Charts B and C. Of the thirteen law schools that improved, only one improved by more than .1. Texas A&M University saw its academic reputation score improve by .2 in 2015. In prior years, the school had been reported as "Texas Wesleyan University." For the potential influence of name changes on U.S. News academic reputation scores, see Jones, supra note 3, at 775 (discussing Loyola Marymount University's sudden decline in conjunction with a reporting change for its name); 779 -780 (discussing possible correlation between a name change and an improvement in academic reputation score for Michigan State University).
Chart
10. In terms of the entire eighteen-year period since 1998 when U.S. News adopted its current scoring methodology, a total of 127 law schools (74% of all law schools in the data set) now possess academic reputation scores lower than the ones they possessed when the period began.
14 Only twenty-one law schools (12% of the data set) currently enjoy academic reputation scores that are higher than the ones they possessed in 1998. 15 A total of twenty-four law schools currently retain the same academic reputation scores they possessed when the period began in 1998. 16 These figures are represented below in Chart E.
14. See infra Chart E. This figure stood at 108 when the original study was published two years ago. See Jones, supra note 3, at 729.
15. See infra Chart E. This figure is down from the total of thirty-three schools reported in the original study. See Jones, supra note 3, at 729.
16. See infra Chart E. This figure is also down from the original study, where the total was thirty-one. See Jones, supra note 3, at 729. In contrast to the general trend over the eighteen-year period, where the schools with the highest reputation scores tended to suffer the worst declines, the lower ranked schools suffered greater declines in 2015 than their higher ranked counterparts. 21 The declines over the last year for all schools in the data set, broken down by the reputation scores of the schools, are represented below in Chart G.
20. See Appendix B & infra Chart F. 21. The 2013 study observed that the period between 1998 and 2013 was characterized by an inverse correlation between academic reputation scores and U.S. News ranks on the one hand and the likelihood that academic reputation scores would improve on the other. Jones, supra note 3 at 741 -53. 
Chart F

CONCLUSION
As the precipitous decline of law school academic reputation scores continues, it becomes increasingly difficult to deny the fact that the scores themselves are being influenced by strategic considerations. 22 Perhaps the recent acceleration for the declines is correlated (at least to some extent) to the increased competition between law schools caused by the decline in law 22 . See id.at 752 -53 ("The fact that strategic considerations have influenced the voting process does not necessarily imply that any of the voting has been disingenuous. The data demonstrates, however, that the voting academics are employing increasingly stringent standards in their evaluations and, perhaps most importantly, the data strongly suggests that the voting academics are particularly stringent in their grading with respect to those schools that pose the greatest obstacles to the advancement of the institutions with which they are associated."). Chart G school applications that began in the Fall of 2011. 23 An additional factor that may be contributing to the acceleration, however, is an increased awareness on the part of the voting academics regarding the extent to which strategic considerations are influencing the scores. A disenchantment with the U.S. News process may have contributed to the 58% response rate for the 2015 academic reputation score questionnaires, which constitutes the lowest response rate for the questionnaires in the last eighteen years. 24 As a self-fulfilling cycle, a loss of faith by voting academics in the validity of the scores could be skewing voting even further as voters make less effort to assess actual performance and more effort to self-correct for distortions. If the significant declines of the last five years are in fact attributable in some measure to this phenomenon, there would seem to be little reason to think the process will correct itself.
